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What does Elsevier do?
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submissions
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peer review
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hosting

ScienceDirec
t

• Organize editorial boards
• Launch new specialist 

journals

• 70,000 editorial board 
members

• 30 new journals launched 
per year

• 900,000 + article 
submissions per year

• 440,000 reviewers
• 600,000 authors

• 7,000 editors (1,000 new per 
year)

• 7 million+ author/ publisher 
communications per year

• 14 million articles available 
digitally

• Article recommender 
algorithmically guides content 
discovery

• Platform is continually 
undergoing usability 
enhancement 

Providing access to:
• 180+ countries
• 4,500+ institutions
• 16 million monthly users
• Nearly 1 billion downloads/year
• 27 downloads per second

• >300,000 new articles produced per year
• 190 years of back issues scanned, processed and data-

tagged 
• Articles are content enriched and tagged for discoverability



Elsevier is a leading Science & Health Information Provider
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ScienceDirect – Extensive Multi-disciplinary Full-Text Database

ScienceDirect is the largest online journal platform in the world with more than

3,800 journals in 24 subject areas owned and published by Elsevier and more

than 35,000 eBooks.

• Publishes over 25% of the world’s full-text scientific journals with several high-

profile journal titles such as Cell, The Lancet and Tetrahedron

• Over 14,000,000 articles are available online

• It is also the most referenced journal platform in the world with an average of

25% citations coming from journals on ScienceDirect

• Over 250,000 articles on ScienceDirect are open access
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ScienceDirect Journals that rank No.1 in their Subject Category (2015 ) – Impact Factor

* Includes one book series Advances in Organometallic Chemistry

Source: Thomson Reuters Journal Citation Reports 2015

No.1 in 71 categories out of 235 *

2014: No.1 in 62 categories out of 232
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Subjects Where Elsevier Has a Strong Position

Deep Vertical Strategy focusing on the largest fastest growing 
research areas where Elsevier is strongest

Results as of 2016. Normalized against average.
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Books and journal articles provide different types of content, but for this reason they are fundamentally 

interlinked: researchers/students need both to build their knowledge around a topic. 

✓ A catalyst for discovery in new area
✓ Gives broader view of a topic
✓ More sustained arguments, differing opinions, 

nuance and complexity
✓ Offers expert opinion on most relevant topics
✓ Links to related  (and often unexpected fields, 

methods and materials

✓ Specialised knowledge
✓ Narrow focus
✓ Extreme depth
✓ Latest research / new results
✓ Applying techniques

BOOK 
CONTENT

Breadth Connecting 
Disciplines

ARTICLE 
CONTENT

Depth in Growing 
Disciplines

eBook content is a critical complement to journal content



Usage data shows books and journals are used together

When I’m 
searching for a 

new topic or 
research area, 

journals are too 
narrow and take 
too much time.

Papers can 
leave out a lot of 

information. Books 
help me see 

applicability and 
connect the dots.

Articles 
are too narrow

when I’m trying to take 
technology from a 

total unrelated area, 
like surface coatings 

from metals into 
biology. 

When I need more 
information about 
materials I’m using, 

or reactions between 
materials, then I turn 

to books.

Data source: White Rhino Research (B2ME), August 2015.



Uses of Elsevier eBooks and Journals

Definitions

Fundamentals

Deepen 
knowledge

Latest
Advances

Methods & 

Processes

Books are the knowledge repository from which we learn.

Primary research

Summary of journal 
articles on a topic

Highly cited publications offering in-
depth explorations of developments 

in a field 

Pedagogical examination or didactic presentation of key 
subject area concepts and methods

Compendiums of information / data sets for field or techniques, 
providing quick answers on the job

Complete, advanced and detailed descriptions providing 
depth in subject areas

Comprehensive, foundational introduction 
to a discipline; encyclopedias

Journal Articles

Journal Review Articles

Serials

Major Reference 
Works

Textbooks

eBooks

Latest
Advances

Relevance of information over time

Journals

Books
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ScienceDirect Platform

Search effectively supports the four most frequent
research tasks and is available on every page:

● Related articles by searching specific keywords
● A specific author name
● A specific journal/book title
● A specific article by publication/ vol./ issue/ page search



• Choosing Search Terms

• Use specific search terms that are closely related to your research topic

• Include alternative words and abbreviations

• Avoid words that are too general

• Use Boolean Operators

• AND

• Finds documents that contain ALL of the terms

• Use this when the terms must appear and may be far apart from each other

• Example: “Programmable Logic Controller AND Elevator”

• OR

• Finds documents that contain any of the terms

• Use OR when at least one of the terms must appear (such as synonyms, alternate spellings, or abbreviations)

• Example: micromouse OR picomouse

• AND NOT

• Excludes documents that include the specified term from the search

• Use AND NOT to exclude specific terms. This connector must be used at the end of a search.

• Example: micromouse OR picomouse AND NOT mouse

• W/n

• Use W/n to specify how far apart terms may appear in documents. W represents “within”, and n represents the 
maximum number of words between the terms

• Example: aerospace W/5 atmosphere would find documents that had the terms “aerospace” and “atmosphere” 
within 5 words of each other

• PRE/n

• Use PRE/n to find documents in which the first term precedes the second term within a specified number (n) of 
words

• Example: behavioural PRE/3 disturbances would find documents in which behavioural precedes disturbances 
by three or fewer words.

Search Functionality
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• Finding Variations of a Word

• To search for an specific phrase, enclose the phrase in inverted commas: “air con”

• To search for an exact match, enclose the word in braces: {air con}

• Using the singular form of a word finds the singular, plural, and possessive forms of most words

• Special characters are included in the search

• Subscript and Superscript: enter subscripted and superscripted characters on the same line as other 
characters. 

• Example: for the chemical notation "H2O," enter H2O

• Accented Characters: To search for the name Fürst, enter Fürst or Furst.

• Non-alphanumeric Characters: Characters such as hyphens, bullets, arrows, plus signs, and minus 
signs are ignored unless they are enclosed in brackets. 

• Wildcard Characters

• Use wildcard characters to search for variations of a word

• Question mark (?) replaces a single character anywhere in a word. Use 1 question mark for each 
character you want to replace: Transplant?? Yields Transplater and Transplanted

• Asterisk (*) replaces multiple characters anywhere in a word; it can be used to replace 0 and more 
characters: Optim*

Search Functionality
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Search Results

Search Refine

Sorting Option
(Relevance/Date and 
Access Types)

Display Article Pages
(Show preview | PDF | Recommended Articles)



Use the Intuitive Online Article Format

Provides easy navigation

1

2

3

1

2

3 5Navigator Bar

Recommended Articles

Citing Articles Export Options 
(Save to Mendeley etc. )

4 Author Information

5

New and valuable types of content
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Use the Intuitive Online Article Format



Interactive 3D models

3D models, pre-processed for quick loading 
and responsive user interaction. Users can 
zoom, rotate, enable stereo view, and 
download data.



The Virtual Microscope

Very high-resolution digital slides (up to 40x 
zoom) – delivered seamlessly through the 
browser

2015 PROSE award for 
best eProduct/App

Article: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212440314004635  



Interactive Plots

Article: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0926860X14003688 

Interactive plot viewer renders CSV data and 
allows for data inspection & download – right 
from the article!

Author uploads CSV data as 
supplementary material with 
their article.



Article: http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0263876214001543 

Brief, 5-minute webcast-style presentations 
in which the authors explain their work.

AudioSlides



Download Multiple PDFs



Journals by Subject Areas



1

2

3

4

5

6Access Rights

Volume List
(Articles in Press)

Display Article Page
(HTML or PDF)

Export Bibliographic 
Information - Citations

Volumes/Issues Alert or RSS 
Feed (Registered Users only)

Journal Information

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Publishing in an Elsevier Journal https://www.elsevier.com/authors/journal-authors
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Elsevier Journals Finder 

Find the perfect journal for your article 

Elsevier Journal Finder helps is a free resource which allows researchers to find journals that 

could be best suited for publishing your scientific article. 

Powered by the Elsevier Fingerprint Engine™ (http://journalfinder.elsevier.com), Journal 

Finder uses smart search technology and field-of-research specific vocabularies to match 

your article to Elsevier journals. 

http://journalfinder.elsevier.com
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EVISE® is Elsevier's new web-based system to support the editorial process 

for journals

– Submit articles online using EVISE®

– Evise services authors, editors and reviewers and supports the full editorial 

process 

– https://www.elsevier.com/editors/evise

– It lists information about each journal, the submission standards, support 

information, etc. 

– Email: authorsupport@elsevier.com

EVISE®

https://www.elsevier.com/editors/evise


26 Subject Areas (Science & 
Technology and Health Sciences): 
33,000 books

Biochemistry, Genetics and Molecular Biology

Biomedical Science and Medicine 

(previously known as Medicine and Dentistry)

Chemical Engineering

Chemistry

Clinical Dentistry (2001-2010)

Computer Science

Earth and Planetary Sciences

Energy

Engineering

Environmental Science

Finance

Food, Agricultural and Biological Sciences

(previously known as Agricultural and Biological Sciences)*

Forensics, Security, and Criminal Justice

(previously known as Forensics)

Immunology and Microbiology

Materials Science

Mathematics

Neuroscience

Pharmacology, Toxicology and Pharmaceutical Science

Physics and Astronomy

Plastics Engineering Hanser

Psychology

Social Science

Veterinary Science and Veterinary Medicine

Health Professions

Specialty Medicine

(previsouly known as Clinical Medicine)^

Veterinary Medicine

http://www.elsevier.com/solutions/sciencedirect/content/ebook-
collections

Elsevier eBooks
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eBooks HTML Webpage

Download PDFs by 
Selected chapter(s)

Search within this book 
by keyword(s) About this book 

content



Creating an Elsevier Credential Log in 



Mobile enhanced

High level of web accessibility

Detail on accessibility of ScienceDirect

Blog post on web accessibility
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http://www.elsevier.com/online-tools/sciencedirect/using#accessibility
http://blog.sciencedirect.com/posts/enabling-people-of-all-abilities-to-access-content-quickly-and-easily
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